
 1 

Expedited Bill 25-11, Offenses – Curfew – Established 

Public Hearing 

July 26, 2011 

Testimony of Police Chief Tom Manger on behalf of the County Executive 

 

Good afternoon.  My name is Tom Manger and I am the Montgomery County Police 

Chief.  I am here to testify in support of Expedited Bill 25-11 on behalf of County Executive 

Isiah Leggett.  First, I want to thank Council President Ervin for introducing the bill and 

scheduling this hearing in such an expeditious manner.  It is a very important bill and we are 

grateful for your assistance in beginning the conversation about the need for a youth curfew in 

Montgomery County.   

Bill 25-11 seeks to improve the safety of juveniles, in particular, and our communities, in 

general, by reducing juvenile victimization, reducing juvenile-related crime and helping parents 

with their children -- goals that I know we all share.  The bill establishes curfew hours for 

individuals under the age of 18 from 11:00 pm to 5:00 am for Sunday through Thursday and 

midnight to 5:00 am on Friday and Saturday.  The bill does several useful things to help maintain 

public order during these hours.  First it prohibits minors from remaining in a public place or 

establishment during the prescribed hours after being requested to leave by a police officer or  

owner or operator of an establishment.  Second, it establishes expectations and penalties for 

parents or guardians who knowingly allow curfew breaking to occur for juveniles under their 

control.  Third, it includes a number of reasonable exemptions that allow minors to be in public 

places or establishments during curfew hours, including minors who are (1) accompanied by an 

adult (2) running an errand at the discretion of a parent until 12:30 am (3) engaged in 

employment (4) responding to an emergency or (5) attending an official school, religious, or 

other recreational activity.   

The County Executive is open to discussing whether the list of exemptions in the bill 

needs to be expanded or whether any other component of the bill needs to be modified to strike a 

better balance between our public safety goals and the legitimate activities and interests of 

minors during curfew hours. 

Predatory gang activity is inter-jurisdictional; it crosses municipal and county boundaries 

and management of this issue requires coordination among the jurisdictions.  If Montgomery 

County enacts a curfew bill, it will follow in the footsteps of many other jurisdictions, including 

our neighbors, Price George’s County and the District of Columbia.  It is important to note that 

the existence of curfew laws in those two jurisdictions influences some youth to choose 

Montgomery County as their late night gathering place.  This happened recently in Silver Spring 

over the July 4
th

 weekend.  On Friday July 1, a large group of about 70 youth congregated in the 

Central Business District.  As police sought to gain control of the situation, the large group broke 

into smaller groups and began moving around the area, avoiding police but alternatively fighting 
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with each other, and ultimately resulting in a serious stabbing.  Despite the immediate and high 

number of responding officers, the situation was difficult to control. It was later learned in police 

interviews that many of the youth had flocked to Silver Spring because of the curfews in Prince 

Georges and the District of Columbia. 

The need for a curfew is not evidenced just by the disturbing events on July 1.  The 

following are examples of some of the incidents that have occurred in the last few days involving 

youth during the proposed curfew hours, engaging in or being victims of violent crime. 

Today, July 26
th

, at approximately 12:45 am, on Henning Road in Bethesda, 3 juveniles 

were arrested after they were observed attempting to break into a car. Our officers later went to 

one of their homes and seized a loaded handgun. All live in the area of North Bethesda. 

On Sunday, July 24
th

, at 3:00 am, in Potomac, 2 juveniles along with an adult were 

arrested after they attempted to break into Wayside Elementary School on Glen Road.   

On Saturday July 23, the previous night, at about 3:00 am, 2 juveniles were walking near 

Broad Aces Elementary School. A group of juveniles in a car confronted the juveniles who were 

walking. Gang signs were flashed and one of the juveniles was stabbed. This incident is under 

investigation.  

A couple of days earlier in Olney, on July 21
st
, officers were called to the McDonalds at 

about 12:30 am where a group of juveniles were fighting. It later was learned that this involved a 

drug deal and that several of the juveniles involved had been robbed. At least one juvenile was 

stabbed. 

 We have an issue and we need to manage and curtail it.  Despite budget hardships, we 

have retained many positive youth programs.  However, our programs will not prevent youth 

displaced by curfews in other jurisdictions from coming to our downtowns and creating 

problems as occurred on July 1. 

These recent events and other earlier signs indicate the need for immediate action.  

Montgomery County, its businesses and residents have made enormous investments of time, 

money and effort to create vibrant, culturally rich and interesting venues to which all are 

welcome.  However, the violence that occurred over the July 4
th

 weekend, the above-described 

occurrences, as well as other less serious predatory activity, cannot be left unchecked or our 

investment will be for naught.  Preventing problems is easier and less costly than fixing full-

blown problems that have the potential to cause great social and economic harm.   

As noted, crimes against juveniles occur throughout the County and are not concentrated 

in one or two Districts or locations.  Similarly arrests of juveniles are also spread throughout the 

County.  Between 2009 and 2010, juvenile arrests increased from 2,035 (16% of all arrests) to 

3,222 (25% of all arrests).  The County continues to experience gang-related crime. Without 
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accounting for the number of gang members that visit Montgomery County, an estimated 

approximately 1300 gang members currently reside in the County. We also know that those gang 

members are well aware that Montgomery County does not have a curfew.  A curfew law may 

not be a panacea for these problems but it would be a valuable law enforcement tool, and, given 

current police intelligence and the existence of such laws in our neighboring jurisdictions, this 

law would make the County less attractive place for curfew-displaced youths from neighboring 

jurisdictions.    

Perhaps nothing we do in law enforcement is as important as working to increase the 

safety of our juvenile population.  Studies show that juveniles who are the victims of crime are 

more likely to have difficulties later in life.  We work closely with our social service partners to 

address the issues of juvenile crime and success is a combination of effective enforcement, 

intervention and prevention tools.  We know we can’t “enforce “ our way out of every problem 

but we also know that effective enforcement tools coupled with police discretion can help us 

remove a juvenile or a group of juveniles from a situation that could potentially turn violent or 

result in illegal or harmful conduct.  Today, when our officers call parents after making contact 

with a juvenile in a potentially problematic situation the parents are usually grateful and relieved 

they have been contacted. A curfew law would allow us to act preemptively to intercede in some 

situations before things get out of control and young people are hurt or worse.  It will also bring 

us in contact with parents to ensure that they are cognizant of their child’s conduct and 

whereabouts. 

As a parent and a Police Chief, I do not want to limit the legitimate opportunities for 

entertainment and interaction for our young people. Nor do I want to stand idly by and not have 

at our disposal a tool which can help us manage situations before they turn ugly.  

I thank the Council for its support of our efforts to address juvenile crime and its 

consideration of our need for the new tool created by Bill 25-11. 


